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Bioenergetics: Going from strength to strengthYou are all very welcome to Trinity College Dublin, Ireland, the
venue for the 15th EBEC. As I am sure you aware, this is the ﬁrst
time that EBEC is being hosted in Ireland, and we are very
honoured to have the world's premier bioenergetics researchers
presenting their latest work in Trinity College Dublin. The aim of
EBEC 2008 is to promote quality research in bioenergetics and
encourage involvement of young researchers in the ﬁeld. Testi-
mony to the strength and current interest in bioenergetics is
manifest by approximately 500 delegates who are attending EBEC
2008.
The Conference runs over 5 days and consists of 16 symposia in
core areas of bioenergetics (ATPsynthase/ATPases; photosystems;
membrane transporters; NADH dehydrogenases; mitochondrial bio-
genesis; mitochondrial and sepsis; mitochondrial and neuronal
function;mitochondrial and cell physiology; mitochondrial dynamics;
mitochondria and reactive oxygen containing species; terminal
oxidases; mitochondria and disease; electron transport and proton
pumps; mitochondria and ageing; bc1 complexes; mitochondrial
proteomics) and 2 participant organized colloquia (genomics and
evolution of the energy-transducing systems; controversial issues in
cytochrome oxidase). There are 3 symposia per day, for the last 4 days,
with contributions from a total of 76 invited speakers and 53 “raised
abstract” speakers, 13 of the latter group being students. In our0005-2728/$ – see front matter © 2008 Published by Elsevier B.V.
doi:10.1016/j.bbabio.2008.06.004colloquia we have a total of 11 speakers, 3 of whom are “raised
abstract” speakers.
In addition to the symposia and colloquia, there are 25 plenary
lectures which span the 5 days of the Conference and include the
“Peter Mitchell Medal Lecture” to be given on Saturday, 19 July by
David G. Nicholls. All lectures have an abstract associated with them in
the BBA Bioenergetics Abstract Book (EBEC 2008 Short Reports).
Invited papers from 71 of the lecturers at EBEC 2008 are contained in
this special issue of BBA Bioenergetics. We gratefully acknowledge the
hard work and time many of the attendees spent in reviewing these
manuscripts. A special thanks to those who refereed multiple
manuscripts.
We are grateful to our colleagues on the International Advisory
Committee and the Local Organizing Committee and the organizers of
the colloquia for their suggestions for speakers. We also thank the
session chairs for volunteering and we are very grateful to the San
Diego ofﬁce of Elsevier BBA Bioenergetics for collaborating in the
publication of these papers.
It only remains for us to welcome you to Dublin and EBEC 2008!Guest Editors
Gavin Davey and Richard K. Porter, Chairman of EBEC 2008
